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Students have been working hard this term in PE and                    

swimming to improve their skills and confidence in different 

areas. In year 7 PE, the students have been working on the 

basic skills that they need to have in order to play                   

different team and individual sports. A special mention must 

go to Terry - 7T, Connor - 7B , Katie S - 7B and Katie A 7BK 

who showed that they have fantastic determination and 

high quality basketball skills.                                                               

While some 

students in 

year 9 were 

working on 

their football 

skills with the 

Newcastle 

Football   

Foundation, 

the rest of 

year 9 were working on their confidence in the pool.                

Students from 9P this term have been focussing on                      

improving their front crawl swimming stroke and building 

their confidence while swimming in the deep end without 

stopping. All students have achieved some good behaviours 

for learning with their grit and determination to keep on 

going, even when 

they felt they 

couldnõt do it. A big 

well done goes to 

Emily - 9P who now 

can swim without 

adult support on her 

front, and Dan, 9P 

who can now swim to 

the deep end and back without stopping. Well done 9P.  

This term 

some of our 

Year 11 

students 

have been 

working on 

different 

types of 

dance in 

their     

enrichment 

lessons. They have been learning about what dancing is all 

about and that space, time and moving different parts of 

their body are important. They have also been learning that 

there are many different types of dancing that they can do. 

Their main focus has been practising and performing the 

Tango with a partner, and working as a class perfecting 

some line dancing. All students have worked extremely hard 

and have been very confident performing in front of their 

class mates. We hope to see some of their moves at the 

next disco.  

This term we have                       

benefited from Newcastle United Foundation coaches                  

coming in to support the students improving their teamwork 

and football skills. The students worked on confidence while 

playing with different friends and they worked on their 

passing and shooting skills within a game.                                               

ôNewcastle United came into school. I really enjoyed the 

coach coming in because it was something new. I learnt new 

skills and it was good fun. I liked playing matches and I liked 

playing new games like ôstuck in the mudõ. It was good playing 

with 9P as well, everyone enjoyed it.õ - Dylan, 9B 

 

Thank you Sainsburyõs, Heaton for continuing to 

provide fresh fruit each week for our students to 

enjoy  
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This month our ôStar Signingõ group went along to Asda, 

Byker, to bring some Christmas cheer to the staff and 

customers. They were greatly received, singing and signing 

to all the most popular Christmas carols. As well as letting 

more people know about our school they also raised over 

£320 in donations with a bucket collection for The 

Friends of Sir Charles Parsons School.  

AKATON Star Signers  

 

           Sensory 
Curriculum 2016                                        

The Sensory Curriculum in 

Sir Charles Parsons school 

seeks to offer a sensory 

diet that will help the   

students to improve, use 

and integrate their      

sensory processing, visual, 

auditory, tactile, olfactory 

and kinaesthetic                    

awareness and skills.  

Students learning is              

focussed on developing 

the following areas:  

sensory awareness,                

communication skills, cognitive understanding, physical                    

development, self -help and independence skills, emotional 

and social                        

development. 

Students with 

profound and    

multiple learning 

difficulties and 

those with                 

complex sensory 

needs benefit 

from this                        

approach to      

learning. 

The progress that 

the students have 

made during this 

first term of the sensory curriculum can already be seen. 

Students have benefited from alternative explorations of 

self and the wider world. They have made progress in many 

areas including vocalisations, being settled within their                   

environment, visual tracking and reaching out to gain                      

attention or to explore objects. Students are interacting 

positively with the members of the staff working with them 

and also other students within the group building on their 

social interactions and development.  

Students are enjoying the sessions that they take part in, 

learning new skills or consolidating old ones and achieving the 

SCRUFFY targets set out in their Individual Education Plan.  

Charlotte listening carefully 

to the sound of the rigid tube 

being strummed  

Jayden explored all the Autumn              

objects - textures, smells and sounds  

 

www.newcastle.gov.uk/localoffer  

What is the                                 

Local Offer?  

 

 

 

 

The Local Offer is a way of letting families 

know the  services that are available locally  and how to  

access them; from specialist social care services, to      

universal sports activities. It's also a way of finding out 

which services are needed in Newcastle.  
 

The Local Offer includes all of the information, advice and 

support that children and young people with SEND and 

their families might need.   It also includes places to go and 

fun things to do. Itõs really well-used when people want to 

find school holiday activities, for example.   All of this                    

information is now together in one place to make it easier 

to find.  
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Forging New                    

Connections                                                                                                                                       
 

As a school we believe the social and emotional          

development of children is hugely important and we use 

the Thrive program to help structure and support    

students to develop these skills. It was therefore our 

great pleasure to be asked to take part in the first 

Thrive conference, ôforging new connectionsõ, held at 

The Great North Museum. The event was for all                     

parents, Thrive trained staff in schools, and              

professionals wanting to find out more about how 

Thrive takes brain science and child development     

research and provides activity programmes to help   

children and young people develop their emotional      

well-being.                                                                       

Students and staff were involved in leading a workshop 

to show conference delegates some of the ways we use 

Thrive in school and the sort of activities students   

enjoy as part of the programme.  A number of parents 

from school came along to learn more about the type of 

activities Thrive includes. We had the opportunity to 

take part in some of the other workshops going on, 

where we explored some ôbeingõ, ôdoingõ and ôthinkingõ 

activities which is what we call the first three stages of 

Thrive development. We also got to meet some of the 

Tyne and Wear museum staff, who lead activities that 

are available to families any time they visit the museum. 

We had a great morning at the conference, one                 

workshop that proved very popular with everybody was 

ôBeingõ, the students enjoyed õmatching the emotionõ 

using picture frames.  

Latest News from                        

The Friends of                              

Sir Charles Parsons School  
 

ôThe Friends ofõ have had a busy term               

raising money for our whole school                     

fundraising initiatives, which at present are to provide                        

specialist outdoor play equipment and support residential  

experiences for all of our students.  

In September staff, parents and some students took part in 

a ôbucket collectionõ at Dobbies Garden Centre in Ponteland.  

The weekend 

was extremely 

successful and 

we managed 

to raise over 

£850 for our 

school thanks 

to the                      

generosity of                  

customers at 

the store. The 

event also 

gave us the 

chance to raise the profile of our school and charity and the 

work we do. 

In October we launched the ô100+ clubõ. So far we have had 

three lucky winners; one of our year 9 parents, and two                 

members of school support staff.  Each won around £50 with 

the ôfriends ofõ collecting around Ã600 for the year.                      

Anybody wishing to join the 100+ club can still do so at 

the cost of £1 per remaining months left until October 

2017.  

During November we began selling tickets for our Christmas 

raffle. Again, we 

had some terrific 

prizes donated                  

including an iPad 

mini from                    

Robertson's FM, a 

signed NUFC shirt, 

an overnight stay 

for two at The 

County Hotel and 

theatre vouchers.  

 

This month we hosted our annual Christmas Coffee Morning. 

The coffee morning was well attended by parents, carers, 

governors, friends of our school and of course our students  

including student representatives of the Compass Trust 

schools.                                                                                

The Coffee Morning proved a great success and thanks to 

the fantastic support we received from our parents,   

carers and friends - we managed to raise over  

£2,100 for our charity!  

Domingos and Rebecca 

�W�U�L�H�G���R�X�W���¶�I�H�H�O�L�Q�J��
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In ôMy Worldõ lessons we have been learning about                              

traditions and celebrations. We started the topic on the 

31st October so the first celebration we looked at was     

Halloween. The traditions that we did for Halloween were 

pumpkin carving and ôtrick or treatingõ where we had to pull a 

scary face before we got into the classroom.  

We then did a lot of learning about Christmas and traditions 

such as decorating a Christmas tree, pulling crackers and 

giving presents. Lots of people around the world do these 

traditions. In Newcastle we have a special tradition which is 

visiting Fenwickõs Window. Each year the shop put different 

Christmas displays in.  

The whole class went to see Fenwickõs Window. We sang 

Christmas songs on the school minibus as we went in. This 

year the window was about Beatrix Potter and her stories 

like Peter Rabbit. There was music playing and a voice telling 

bits of the story. The bits in the window all moved as well, 

some went up and down, some went around. Everyone liked 

the fish that looked like it was jumping out of the water.  

We talked about the window when we came back to school 

and decided that we all enjoyed our visit and liked the                   

window but thought it wasnõt very Christmassy, so when we 

came back to school we designed our own windows during 

our computing lesson using Adobe Photoshop.  
-  Stephen and Davood  7BK  

 

Students are continuing to 

have increased access to 

technologies at home, with 

social networking sites                    

appearing to be the most                 

popular applications. Whilst there are many benefits 

to using these sites, such as an increase in ICT skills 

or more opportunities to communicate, there are                

potential risks that parents/carers should be aware 

of and supporting their young people to manage.                                                              

In recent months there has been an increase in                 

students using an app called õMusical.lyõ which allows 

users ôto express themselves creativelyõ by adding 

short videos to favourite music tracks and posting 

the finished projects on their profile.                                                          

It is important that if your child is using this app 

that you are aware of the security settings. When 

videos are created and shared they can be viewed by                   

whoever is ôfollowingõ the account or has been 

ôapprovedõ. By choosing settings from the profile 

page, and switching the account to ôprivateõ your 

young personõs information will be more secure.      

Selecting ôhide location infoõ also adds and extra level 

of safety for your young person. As always, if you 

have any concerns or need any further support please 

feel free to contact Jo Anderson at school.  

Also attending our                      

Winter õ16 Coffee Morning 

was Caroll Pattison, Fund 

Director of The Chronicle 

Sunshine Fund.                                

The charity provides                  

specialist equipment to help with learning and mobility needs 

of young people with disabilities living in the North -East. 

Caroll would like to encourage any parents and carers to get 

in touch to see if the charity could help provide such                      

equipment to their son or daughter. Contact Caroll on:                                                 

T: 0191 201 6298 , M  07837 480 859 

Email:caroll.pattison@ncjmedia.co.uk  

Missing Letters:   tinsel   candle   angel 

Kids Zone Answers  


