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British Values Policy

SMSC and Promoting Fundamental British Values

Rationale

Sir Charles Parsons School is a vibrant, multicultural community that supports students with a wide range of severe, profound, and complex learning difficulties. This diversity helps foster an environment where mutual respect, tolerance, and celebration of differences in age, ability, and culture are core values.

We actively promote the spiritual, moral, social, and cultural (SMSC) development of all students through our curriculum and enrichment activities. Fundamental British Values are deeply embedded in the life of the school and underpin our ethos and practice.
Aims

At Sir Charles Parsons School, British Values are embedded in daily school life in the following ways:
DEMOCRACY
“Develop an understanding of how citizens can influence decision-making through the democratic process”
Democracy is central to our vision:
“Maximising opportunities; enriching lives”   

Staff encourage students to express their opinions and value the views of others. Communication is inclusive and can be expressed through spoken language, signing, symbols, objects, eye-pointing, body language, and assistive technology such as eye gaze.

Student Facilitators:

Students elect representatives through a secret ballot, reflecting the British electoral system. Candidates discuss qualities required for effective representation. Student Facilitators meet regularly to present peer feedback and make collaborative decisions to improve school life. Outcomes have included:

· Designing outdoor play equipment

· Promoting healthier lunch options

· Planning Anti-Bullying Week activities

· Organising charity events

RULE OF LAW
“Develop an appreciation that living under the rule of law protects individuals and is essential for their wellbeing and safety”
Students are supported to understand the importance of rules and the consequences of behaviour. Positive behaviour is modelled by staff and reinforced through our “Behaviours for Learning” approach, which includes:

· Caring and thinking of others

· Communicating

· Persevering

· Problem-solving

· Being brave

· Working together

Good behaviour is recognised and rewarded through our Twos Reward System, where students earn credits that convert into money. Achievements are celebrated through weekly certificates, encouraging students to engage with and follow school values.

Understanding the role and purpose of rules and laws is reinforced through:

Visits from community authorities (e.g., police, fire service)

Religious Education, exploring rules across faiths

PSHE, promoting health, safety, and responsible citizenship

Other subjects such as PE, where fair play and respect are essential
INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY
“Develop an understanding that the freedom to choose and hold other faiths and beliefs is protected by law”
We foster a nurturing environment where students develop self-confidence, self-awareness, and independence. The curriculum encourages personalised, creative, and cross-curricular learning, supported by accessible technologies and differentiated teaching.

Students are taught how to make choices and given opportunities to communicate these through preferred methods.

Through Individual Education Plans (IEPs), students are supported in setting and achieving personal goals, reinforcing a sense of ownership and responsibility for their learning and progress.

Playground Buddies:

A buddy system promotes social inclusion. Trained students offer support to peers during breaktimes, ensuring no one is left out.

Students also exercise choice during Friday Pastoral Time and in selecting from a wide range of extracurricular enrichment clubs.
MUTUAL TOLERANCE AND RESPECT
“Develop an acceptance that other people having different faiths or beliefs (or none) should be accepted and tolerated and should not be subject to prejudice or discrimination.”
Inclusion, mutual respect, and tolerance are central to our mission:

“Enjoy, learn and achieve.”

These core beliefs are embedded in the culture of the school and lived daily. We believe every individual is valued equally, regardless of background, belief, ability, or gender.

Curriculum Opportunities to Promote Tolerance and Respect:

Creative Arts – Exploring global cultures through music, dance, and art

Knowledge & Understanding of the World – Themed Days that celebrate global diversity

Literacy and ICT – Using stories and digital resources to explore world traditions

PSHE and Wellbeing – Circle Time and the Thrive Approach support empathy and understanding

Science – Team-based practical tasks foster collaboration and mutual respect

Community Engagement and Events:

Participation in national charity events (e.g., Children in Need, Comic Relief, Sports Relief), fostering awareness of needs locally and globally

(All supported charities are UK-based and registered with relevant regulatory authorities)

Themed assemblies celebrating festivals and beliefs from a variety of cultures and religions

Conclusion

At Sir Charles Parsons School, we are committed to preparing our students to be responsible, respectful citizens in modern Britain. We provide opportunities for all students to understand and embody the Fundamental British Values of:

· Democracy

· The Rule of Law

· Individual Liberty

· Mutual Respect and Tolerance

These principles are not only taught but are actively demonstrated and experienced throughout school life.
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